CORFE CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a parish council meeting of Corfe Castle Parish Council held on Monday 13th April 2026 in the village hall. The meeting commenced at 7.00pm
PRESENT: 
Cllr Clarke (Vice-Chairman), Cllr Dru Drury (Chairman), Cllr Humphries, Cllr Kirkwood, Cllr Lermit, 
Cllr Marshallsay, Cllr Roberts, Cllr Rowell, & Cllr Sumbler

ALSO In attendance: 
Cllr Wilson (Dorset Council), T Churcher (National Trust), Michelle Harrington (Exiting Clerk), 
Sarah Forwood (New Clerk). 
Noting C Fuller & S Loseby (Corfe Castle Community Land Trust) will join midway though the meeting. 

ABSENT: 
Cllr Blinkhorn & Cllr Spicer-Short


[bookmark: _Hlk77314859]PUBLIC SESSION
Two members of public were present. 
One member wished to raise the following:
1. Wished Council to note that there has been an amount of money released by Perenco in relation to the recent leak. It was noted no Purbeck organisation has been awarded any money. 
ACTION: Clerk to send a letter to Perenco asking where the money was spent, and who has been in receipt of the money. 
2. It was wondered why the CLT item is under a confidential session. 
It was noted the CLT had requested a confidential session due to the nature of the business to be discussed. 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (Local Government Act(LGA) 1972 s85 (1))
Apologies have been received from Cllr Blinkhorn and Cllr Spicer-Short for personal reasons and accepted by all. 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS RELATING TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
Cllr Clarke declared an interest in item 0426-139 a4. No further declaration was made. NB this does not preclude any later declarations.
previous meeting minutes
The minutes from the full council meeting held on Monday 9th February 2026 were approved and signed as a correct record the meeting. (LGA 1972, SCHEDULE 12, PARA 41(1)
Proposed Cllr Marshallsay	Seconded Cllr Clarke
RESOLVED – The minutes from the full council meeting held on Monday 9th February 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record the meeting.
Dorset Councillor’s Report 
A verbal report was given at the meeting. See Appendix A for full details.
[bookmark: _Hlk74726923]National Trust Report
A verbal update was given, by the General Manager of the National Trust Purbeck.  See Appendix B
It was agreed to discuss agenda item 142. The minutes are recorded in the original order. 
Clerks Report to include:
a	Financial Matters 
The clerk submitted an updated expenditure and income list before the meeting. See Appendix C for full details.
1. Bank Balance
The following bank balance was noted: 
Bank 31st March 2026
00289201 – Lloyds	£4,201.35	00162368 – Lloyds	£30,669.17
80031534 – Redwood	£69,125.25	Equals Money	£105.01
Total 	£104,100.78	


2. Expenditure and Income
Proposed Cllr Marshallsay	Seconded Cllr Humphries
RESOLVED/ACTION: All payments as listed within the Clerks report and supporting paper was approved with a combined total of £12,838.03 including VAT. The Income of £4,384.98 was noted. Clerk to process payments.
3. Bank Reconciliation
A copy of the March Bank Reconciliation print out from Scribe was submitted during the meeting.
RESOLVED – To approve the March Scribe Bank Reconciliation and the Chairman to sign.
4. Sports Trust
Proposed Cllr Sumbler	Seconded Cllr Marshallsay
RESOLVED/ACTION: To support the installation of the Adult Fitness Equipment by the Sports Trust with additional funding to cover costs. (£1,479.14). Clerk to process the payment.
5. Plants for Planter
Proposed Cllr Roberts	Seconded Cllr Sumbler
RESOLVED/ACTION: Cllr Roberts has offered some plants from her greenhouse free of charge. Once planted if there are still gaps the Caretaker can purchase more plants or bulbs up to the value of £30. Cllr Sumbler agree any cost for plants could be allocated from the Environment group funds. 
6. Library Funding
RESOLVED/ACTION: As Cllr Wilson is investigating the library situation, it was agreed to revisit this item once more information is made available. Clerk to add Library funding request to a future meeting agenda. 
7. Purbeck Film Festival grant application. 
RESOLVED: No further action. 
b	Parish Safety Report
1	The playground safety report was submitted before the meeting. It was noted the Caretaker will work through the minor works required. 
Proposed Cllr Marshallsay	Seconded Cllr Kirkwood
RESOLVED/ACTION: To extend the ramp leading into the playpark area. 
2	Defibrillator Monthly Safety Reports were submitted before the meeting this was noted.
c	Caretakers Report
1.	Works undertaken: A list of works the caretaker has undertaken this month was submitted. This was noted. 
2.	Playing field wildflower area.
Proposed Cllr Marshallsay	Seconded Cllr Sumbler
RESOLVED/ACTION: To cultivate the area, and then reseed, with a mix of Red Clover, Yellow Rattle and other wildflower seeds specially chosen for Chalk / clay soil. Cost of seeds and work to be allocated from Environment funds. 
d.	Gods Acre Pricing
	A report was submitted before the meeting this was discussed. 
Proposed Cllr Clarke	Seconded Cllr Roberts
RESOLVED/ACTION: To keep the pricing structure as agreed. Clerk to implement 2026-27 prices. 
e.	Action Log
1.	Aster Garages: To notes Aster have stated they are selling the garages as a garage block, with no prior planning permission acquired. 
2.	PTAG Survey
	A copy of a draft response to the PTAG survey was submitted before the meeting, this was discussed. 
Proposed Cllr Clarke	Seconded Cllr Marshallsay
RESOLVED/ACTION: Clerk to submit the response as submitted. Clerk to invite CEO of Swanage Railway to attend a Parish Council meeting to discuss ticket pricing for local people, noting the Parish Council are disappointed with the current pricing advertised as believe it does not encourage users. Also ask if the Wareham route is still part of future plans. 
3.	Waterways Consultation
	RESOLVED/ACTION: Clerk to submit a response on behalf of the Parish Council, objecting to the proposed moving of the speed marker buoys. 

Planning and Licensing Matters
a	Planning Working Group – Planning Applications
	The planning working group submitted a written report before the meeting detailing applications with recommendations.
1	Application No:  	P/FUL/2026/01468 & P/LBC/2026/01467
Location: 	Corfe Castle Railway Station Station Road Corfe Castle BH20 5EJ
Proposal: 	Reinstatement of entrance canopy to railway station
Comment	No objection. This is a very detailed application for a new canopy over the entrance at Corfe Castle Station.  It is similar in design to the canopy which was fitted when the station was built but which has since been removed, presumably because it became unsafe.
This will provide a focal point for the entrance to the Station building and will improve the heritage look.
b.	Licencing
1	Application No: 16592	
Location:	EMBER CAMPSITE, Corfe Castle, Dorset
Proposal:	Premises Licence
Action: Clerk to submit planning comment as per recommendations.
b.	Planning conditions regarding planning application 6/2020/0220
A report was submitted before the meeting this was discussed. No further action. 
Proposed Cllr Marshallsay	Seconded Cllr Sumbler
RESOLVED/ACTION: Clerk to enquire with planning and planning enforcement if as far as they are aware the condition added to planning application 6/2020/0220 are being adhered to. Noting car parking by users of the facilities are often parked on the pavement opposite. 
C Fuller & S Loseby joined the meeting. 
corresponsence
a. Dark Skies Initiative - 04-03-26
RESOLVED/ACTION: To support the Worth Matravers Parish Council Dark Skies initiative.  
b. Village Hall Trustee – 10-03-26
It was noted the Village Hall contacted the Parish Council after their March meeting, asking if the Parish Council would like to nominate a Trustee at the forth coming AGM. The AGM was held at the end of March. No further action this year. 
c. Broken Highways – 23-03-26
	To note correspondence was received in relation to the B3351. It was noted the Clerk has responded explaining Dorset Council is the highways authority not the Parish Council. 
d. Highways – dead animals. 31-03-26
It was noted this was passed to Cllr Wilson, who in turn reported. The dead animals have now been removed; however, Cllr Wilson has agreed to monitor in future. 
e.	No further correspondence considered urgent has been received since the publication of the agenda.
Cultural Purbeck
Proposed Cllr Clarke	Seconded Cllr Lermit
RESOLVED/ACTION: To support Cultural Purbeck to the financial value of £500 as a one-off donation. Clerk to process payment.
Reports from Working Groups 
a. Gods Acre
Proposed Cllr Sumbler	Seconded Cllr Humphries
RESOLVED/ACTION: To name the new scattering of ashes area, the “Centenary Memorial Garden” To have a plaque made stating area opened in 2026. Clerk to organise an opening ceremony. 
b. Perenco Liaison meeting. 
A verbal report was given by Cllr Dru Drury. Noting the Wareham & Arne well site is being shut down. All other sites will remain operational until 2034. It was noted the Pipelines are being inspected and will be lined to ensure no further leaks happen. 

c. Community Transport meeting
A verbal report was given by Cllr Sumbler noting a steering group will be formed, and Cllr Sumbler is happy to attend, when possible, on behalf of Corfe Castle Parish Council. 
d. Litter Free Purbeck: Litter Free Purbeck will celebrate its 10th anniversary later this year.
e. To note any verbal report of meetings attended since the publication of the agenda. 
No further updates were given. 
Corfe Castle community Land Trust
RESOLVED: To move to a Part 2 Confidential session, due to the nature of the business to be discussed under s.1(2) of the 1960 Act, the press and public were excluded for the remainder of the meeting. Noting the CLT representatives and Cllr Wilson were invited to remain.
A verbal report was given by CLT representatives in regard to a potentially new plot of land fir affordable rentable homes for local people. 
Staffing
Sarah Forwood was welcomed as the new Clerk (Proper Officer), Responsible Financial Officer & Burial Authority Clerk for Corfe Castle Parish Council. It was noted there will be a 3-week hand over period, with the exiting Clerk taking leave for the remainer of her notice period. 

The meeting ended at 21:28





Appendix A
Local Matters
West Street TRO – Cllr Wilson has requested a meeting and escalated the applications to the regulations team. 
B3351 - Re-surfacing is planned for next financial year (2026-27). Cllr Wlson has asked if temporary works could be done this financial year, and a Dorset Council officer has agreed to carry out a site visit W/C 20th April to identify if any urgent works are required. 
Purbeck Park / Footpath – Wessex Water have replied today to Dorset Council. Dorset Council will now read through the Wessex water report and update the Parish Council as soon as possible. 
Corfe Castle library funding – Cllr Wilson spoke to Dorset Council Library team leader, to discuss library funding. It was noted Dorset Council state they own the building and there is a 99-year lease to the Friends of Corfe Castle Library. Corfe Castle Library is the only library in Dorset to receive funding, and Dorset Council are looking to bring Corfe Castle library in line with all other libraries. Noting books, & IT support will continue to be provided but there will no longer be a financial grant given. 
Easter Rave – It was noted there was a rave which took place in East Stoke over the Easter weekend. General feedback is that Dorset Council dealt with the issue well. Most of the litter was collected by Bank Holiday Monday, and there are no reports of damage to land, or property. 
Appendix B
Rental properties: Two Purbeck properties will be available soon. One, now a holiday rental, will become a permanent home.
Wall beside Why Jewellers – The Dorset Council Conservation officer had only agreed to a repair of the wall which would have cost £80,000. This was thought excessive, and after a discussion the Conservation offer has agreed to a different repair with a estimates cost of £35,000. It is likely the works will not be able to start before September 2026. 
Cattle on East Common - The 33 animals there are all store cattle aged between 20 - 24 months (which meets what the National Trust have asked for within the grazing licences). These are different animals to last year and will have no maternal instinct (as stores), as you know the graziers were on their final warning after last year’s incidents and calving on site.  
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Appendix C
	Date
	Net
	VAT
	Total
	Description
	Supplier
	Bank
	Tender

	13.04.2026
	£110.00
	£0.00
	£110.00
	Membership Fees
	Institute of Cemetery & Crematorium Management
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	13.04.2026
	£42.56
	£0.00
	£42.56
	GA Refuse
	Dorset Waste Partnership
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	10.04.2026
	£56.63
	£2.83
	£59.46
	West Street Toilets
	E-On
	Lloyds
	DIRDEBIT

	10.04.2026
	£200.00
	£0.00
	£200.00
	Grave Digging
	Tim Stockley
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	04.04.2026
	£598.60
	£0.00
	£598.60
	Caretaker Hours
	Tim Lee
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	04.04.2026
	£1,914.65
	£0.00
	£1,914.65
	Wages
	Staff, Nest & HMRC
	Lloyds
	DIRDEBIT

	04.04.2026
	£54.40
	£2.72
	£57.12
	West Street Toilets
	E-On
	Lloyds
	DIRDEBIT

	04.04.2026
	£464.00
	£92.80
	£556.80
	Gate
	Corbin Fencing
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	04.04.2026
	£922.34
	£184.47
	£1,106.81
	Architectural Fees
	Adrian Morris Architecture
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	04.04.2026
	£1,374.00
	£0.00
	£1,374.00
	Youth Club
	Purbeck Youth & Community Foundation
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	04.04.2026
	£1,250.00
	£250.00
	£1,500.00
	Seating Stones
	Suttle Stone Quarries
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	04.04.2026
	£200.00
	£40.00
	£240.00
	Job Advert
	Society for Local Council Clerks
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	04.04.2026
	£7.39
	£1.48
	£8.87
	Tap & Tape - Gods Acre
	Screwfix
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	04.04.2026
	£150.00
	£30.00
	£180.00
	Playground Inspection
	Playground Inspection Company
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	04.04.2026
	£1,424.50
	£284.90
	£1,709.40
	Grass Cutting 
	Lowther
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	04.04.2026
	£15.44
	£0.00
	£15.44
	NNDR
	Dorset Council
	Lloyds
	DIRDEBIT

	04.04.2026
	£586.62
	£117.32
	£703.94
	Cleaning
	J D Facilities
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	04.04.2026
	£312.66
	£0.00
	£312.66
	Architectural Fees
	Adrian Morris Architecture
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	04.04.2026
	£910.00
	£0.00
	£910.00
	Architectural Fees
	Adrian Morris Architecture
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	04.04.2026
	£658.83
	£14.17
	£673.00
	Planning Application
	Portal Plan Quest Ltd
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	04.04.2026
	£149.99
	£29.99
	£179.98
	Domain Hosting
	Cloud Next
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	04.04.2026
	£348.51
	£36.23
	£384.74
	Water Rates
	Water 2 Business
	Lloyds
	DIRDEBIT

	
	11,751.12
	1,086.91
	12,838.03
	
	
	
	



