Report on the Purbeck Transport Action Group Meeting
Wednesday 10 June 2026, from 6.00 to 8 p.m.

Notes by Helen Sumbler, full minutes to come from Nick Ward.  I had a commitment to an Education Swanage meeting until 1815 so missed items 1 to 3.

1. Welcome, Introductions & Apologies

2. Review notes of previous meetings

3. Treasurer’s Report

4. Purbeck Transport Survey
Nick summarised the general results of the survey, including the adoption of the priorities stated plus some additional priorities.  Nick to develop a new edition of the Purbeck Transport Plan, which will include Appendices for each area.  Alex Brenton requested this be ready for the next DC Access Forum meeting in mid-July and Nick agreed to do this.

5. Local Transport Plan
LTP is going to scrutiny and will be going to DC Cabinet / Full Council probably in July.  Nick also summarised the DC Officer Report.

Note there is a Great British Summer Savings Scheme whereby children aged 5 – 15 will travel free throughout August.

6. Ferry User Liaison
There is a new member of staff undertaking liaison and Nick is trying to arrange representation at a PTAG meeting.  The existing ticketing supplier has gone into liquidation and the tolls will be removed and a new digital system will be going live with ANPR from 1 July 1.  Pedestrians and cyclists will pay on the ferry but only by card.  There will be staff around initially to assist people.  Pre-purchased paper tickets will need to be converted by 31 March.

7. Purbeck Park Progress
Nick hasn’t any updates since the PTAG newsletter at the end of May other than further work on the mining museum infrastructure, which is expected to be completed before the summer holidays.  Beryl Ezzard advised the building is now being used as a ticket office and the refreshment availability has increased at Norden platform.  Paths and picnic facilities are being improved at Purbeck Park car park.  The cycle facility has increased business due to the closure of the Wareham station cycle shop.

8. Active Travel
Progress Report on Cycleways
No update on the cycleway Purbeck Park to Corfe Castle.  Perenco will allow a cycle route on their access road.

Purbeck Shuttle 200
3 year BSIP grant received with DCT operating a regulated service all year round (except Christmas) on a Wednesday, first bus at 09.40,.  During school holidays until September there will also be Tuesday and Saturday services with more intensive services on Saturday / during holiday as there is no need to integrate with the school services.  The service isn’t going to Blue Pool this year due to funding.

Other Walking & Cycling matters
Money has been spent on the access to Upton Country Park, and the cycleway / footpath between the Park and Upton / Poole / Creekmoor has been widened and is better used.  There is a plan to make a safer crossing to improve cycling access to Lychett Minster school, and a safe cycling route from Lychett Matravers including reduced speeds.  At the DC access forum, it has been raised that there is no safe route for horses to cross the A35, so this is being looked into.  There is funding for improvements to cycleway / footpaths near the Bakers Arms roundabout.

9. Public Transport
Buses – BSIP funding, More Bus, DCT
Richard Wade advised summer timetable started at end of May.  Disappointment in that there is no connection with the last train to Wareham and the Poole to Swanage service frequency hasn’t increased.  More Bus are still hoping to improve the frequency of the 40 service, despite the demand for travel having generally decreased due to working from home.  Different routes are being looked into, as well as an express service every other journey.  The other More Bus aspiration is to use BSIP funding to decarbonise the fleet in Swanage, with four different EV bus models being trialled here.  This would mean upgrading 12 vehicles, plus possibly more, and put in all the charging infrastructure with this funding.

Rail – Swanage Railway; SWR; PCRP; Friends of Wool Station; Friends of Wareham Station
Beryl Ezzrd advised the PCRP had a meeting with Swanage Railway CEO and it was stated the shuttle to Wareham is not on their radar at present.  2025 was financially successful due to the increased special events and services and increasing the range of refreshments and goods in the shops.  Bue Pool / Furzebrook Halt needs planning permission and lots of environmental surveys are required so isn’t happening this year.

There is a SWR consultation on revising the timetables for next year, Nick to check on this.  There is a new PCRP leaflet with information about all the stations and is available in all the Tourist Offices.  Friends of Wareham Station are undertaking summer planting and have some new tubs arriving.  Nick to include a report from Tony Smale about Friends of Wool station.

10. PTAG organisation and communications
PTAG doesn’t have a secretary at present, if anyone knows anyone let Nick know.

11. Any other matters
Studland 20mph scheme will be covered in the late autumn planning and will come out for consultation.  Wareham Town are also considering going for 20mph within the Wareham walls and Bestwall Road.  Sustainable Swanage are setting up a transport group, first public meeting 18 June, 6-8pm.  Swanage Council are also looking at a cycle path along Ulwell Road.

12. Next meeting
Next meeting in September, possibly at Lychett Matravers.
