CORFE CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a parish council meeting of Corfe Castle Parish Council held on Monday 8th June 2026 in the village hall. The meeting commenced at 7.00pm
PRESENT: 
Cllr Clarke (Vice-Chairman), Cllr Dru Drury (Chairman), Cllr Humphries, Cllr Kirkwood, Cllr Lermit, Cllr Roberts, Cllr Rowell, Cllr Spicer-Short & Cllr Sumbler

ALSO In attendance: 
Cllr Wilson (Dorset Council) & Sarah Forwood (Clerk)

ABSENT: 
Cllr Blinkhorn & Cllr Marshallsay 


[bookmark: _Hlk77314859]PUBLIC SESSION
Two members of public were present. 
One member wished to raise the following:
1. Would Corfe Castle Parish Council hold an open public meeting to discuss the proposed housing development through Corfe Castle Community Land Trust in Tabbitts Hill, Harmans Cross? Councillors agreed that Corfe Castle Parish Council would hold public meetings in Harmans Cross and Corfe Castle once a planning application is received and more knowledge is known about the exact proposed development. 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (Local Government Act(LGA) 1972 s85 (1))
Apologies have been received from Cllr Blinkhorn and Cllr Ros Marshallsay for personal reasons and accepted by all. Cllr Dru Drury chaired the rest of the meeting.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS RELATING TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
No declaration was made. NB this does not preclude any later declarations.
previous meeting minutes
The minutes from the full council meeting held on Monday 11th May 2026 were approved and signed as a correct record the meeting. (LGA 1972, SCHEDULE 12, PARA 41(1)
Proposed Cllr Clarke 	Seconded Cllr Spicer-Short
RESOLVED – The minutes from the full council meeting held on Monday 11th May 2026 were approved and signed as a correct record the meeting.
Dorset Councillor’s Report 
A verbal report was given at the meeting. See Appendix A for full details.
[bookmark: _Hlk74726923]National Trust Report
See Appendix B for full details.

Cllr Dru Drury noted that the National Trust representative is leaving Corfe in August and there will be a new representative on the Council in the near future. 

Clerks Report to include:
a	Financial Matters 
See Appendix C for full details.
The following bank balance was noted:
Bank Balance as of 31st May 2026	
00289201 – Lloyds	£28,754.16	00162368 – Lloyds	£25,693.93
80031534 – Redwood	£69,467.13	Equals Money	£200.00
Total 	£98,221.29
1. Expenditure and Income
Proposed Cllr Roberts	Seconded Cllr Sumbler
RESOLVED/ACTION: All payments as listed within the Clerks report and supporting paper was approved with a combined total of £5,499.81 including VAT. The Income of £935.47 was noted. Clerk to process payments.
2. Bank Reconciliation
A copy of the April and May Bank Reconciliations print out from Scribe was submitted during the meeting. 

b	Parish Safety Report
1	The playground safety report was submitted before the meeting. It was noted the Caretaker will work through the minor works required. 	
2	Defibrillator Monthly Safety Reports were submitted before the meeting this was noted.

d	Caretakers Report
	Works undertaken: A list of works the caretaker has undertaken this month was submitted. This was noted.  
e.	Policy Ratification
	The following Policies were submitted before the meeting for ratification.
Accessibility Statement
Pay 
Community Engagement 
Social Media 
Vexatious Complaints 

Proposed Cllr Spicer-Short	Seconded Cllr Clarke
RESOLVED/ACTION – To accept the policies as submitted. Clerk to publish the policies. 

f.	Action Log
1.	Dorset and Wiltshire Fire Consultation:
An email was sent in response to the Dorset and Wiltshire Fire Consultation.

2. Playground: The basket swing suspension ropes have been ordered along with the adhesive to stick down the rubber tiles.  

Planning and Licensing Matters
a	Planning Working Group – Planning Applications
	The planning working group submitted a written report before the meeting detailing applications with recommendations.
1	Application No:	P/HOU/2026/02378
	Location: 	42 East Street Corfe Castle BH20 5EQ
Proposal: 	Removal of temporary hoarding to footpath & remaining sections of existing retaining wall. Erect new drystone wall
Comment:	No objection, on the basis that all practicable work is carried out from within the garden and that the public footpath is closed only when active work is taking place, rather than as a default or continuous measure.
	The architect’s drawings specify the use of Portland stone, but given the local character and established materials in this part of Purbeck, Purbeck stone would be more appropriate and more in keeping with the surrounding built environment.

2.
	Application No:	P/STA/2026/02499 (Statutory Undertaker)
	Location: 	Opposite 4 Battlemead Corfe Castle (Worth Matravers Sewage PS) (Land near Corfe Castle East)
	Proposal: 	Erection of 4 number Electricity Poles
	Comment:	No Objection.

corresponsence
a. Invite to the National Trust Partners Event – 23rd June 2026
b. Invite to Swanworth Quarry Annual Liaison Meeting – 16th July 2026
	No further correspondence considered urgent has been received since the publication of the agenda.
 
forth coming meetings
Cllr Sumbler’s attendance at the Corfe River Partnership Meetings 
RESOLVED: It was agreed that Cllr Sumbler will be the Corfe Castle representative at the Corfe River Partnership Meeting. 

Cllr Sumbler is attending the PTAG meeting on Wednesday 10th June.  

Cllr Rowell is attending the CCLT public meeting on Wednesday 1st July. 

REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS AND COUNCILLORS
c. It was noted that Cllr Sumbler attended the PCRP Stakeholder Meeting.  Cllr Sumbler noted that a feasibility study would need to be completed for the Purbeck Community Transport before any money is bid for.  
	
d. Cllr Dru Drury attended the Wytch Farm Liaison Committee and noted that the production levels are still high but due to the taxation situation in the Country Perenco will not be investing in any further oil activity within the UK.  Cllr Kirkwood queried about the conservation work to thin out the trees and remove non-indigenous trees.  Some of the well sites are going to be closed and conservation work is going to take place to return the land to heathland.  

RESOLVED/ACTION: Clerk to contact Dorset Council to ask for clarification around the work that is being undertaken to thin out the trees and remove non-indigenous trees.  

e. PTAG  - Cllr Sumbler APPENDIX 

d.	 Corfe River Partnership Meetings APPENDIX

e. 	 Cllr Clarke attended the Sports Trust annual meeting and noted that new officers have been re-elected.

f. 	Cllr Dru Drury attended the DAPTC AGM and proposed a motion, which was accepted, in relation to the empty houses in Corfe Castle Parish Council requesting a policy response from the Government. The proposed motion will be sent to the National Association of Local Councils who will hopefully put this to the Government  

Clerks training – ICCM – Cemetery management for parish and town clerks 
Proposed Cllr Humphries 	Seconded Cllr Sumbler
RESOLVED: The Clerk to undertake ICCM - Cemetery Management for Parish and Town Clerks training. 

corfe castle community land trust
To move to a Part 1 Confidential session, due to the nature of the business to be discussed under s.1(2) of the 1960 Act, the press and public were excluded for the remainder of the meeting. Noting Cllr Wilson was invited to remain.
A verbal report was given by Cllr Rowell who attended the CCCLT public meeting on 28th May 2026 in regard to a potentially new plot of land for affordable rentable homes for local people.    

The meeting ended at 20:33





Appendix A

Local Matters

Overnight works are finally scheduled to take place on the B3351 Corfe-Studland Road on 29th and 30th June. Elsewhere, I have requested an investigation into the works on the A351 that caused tailbacks over half term week.  They were non-urgent and I can't therefore understand why they were scheduled at this time.   

There have been two significant issues arising across Sout East Purbeck in the last few weeks: the new Community Land Trust housing development proposed at Harman’s Cross and the consultation on the proposed merging of St George’s Primary School, Langton Matravers, with St Marks Swanage.
 
Regarding the proposed CLT at Harmans Cross (up to 25 affordable, rented houses off Tabbits Hill Lane) there have now been two residents’ meeting (one with the CLT, one without) and a broad list of objections created.   One of the hardest parts of my job is to be able to see all sides of an issue and provide balanced support.  I am a big believer in community land trusts and we need to promote these schemes across Purbeck - the housing crisis is real - but I can also understand the concerns in Harmans Cross and know that there is a long road ahead to make this scheme work.  
 
Regarding the schools’ consultation, which was announced on Tuesday 2nd June, there will be a 6 week period of consultation and all school parents are encouraged to reply.  There was also planned public meeting on 18th June, 6pm at St George’s open to all community members. At this point, I am information gathering and working to understand if the rationale to close St George’s in favour of St Marks is grounded in the evidence presented.  My first concern is to ensure that no children are negatively impacted by the potential decision, my second concern is for the community of Langton Matravers and the impact of losing another foundational village service.
 
The Studland Ferry Company will be moving to an ANPR system from 1st July.  This means that any local residents who have supplies of paper tickets will need to exchange them for digital tokens.  All information is available on the Ferry Company website.
 
In May, Dorset Council cabinet approved the funding for the Swanage seafront restoration project.  This is a significant investment and I was very pleased to be able to second the report on the night.  Dorset Council needs to support its smaller coastal economies and communities whilst continuing to invest in the Dorchester-Weymouth corridor.  
 
Earlier in the month, Dorset Council supported a submission to the boundary review commission which in included an enlarged 'Purbeck Ward' that would incorporate East and West Lulworth.  Public consultation has now closed and it will be for the boundary commission to take on board the feedback and produce a report. Change would take affect from the 2029 local elections.
 
If anyone is in the mood for a consultation then my pick of the month is definitely the review of the Dogs Public Space Protection Order:
 
Have your say on new rules for dogs in public places - Dorset Council
 
Also of potential local interest, the Capital Leverage fund is open for applications from community-based projects for up to 20% of a capital project.  I am happy to support any willing local applicants!
 
Capital Leverage Fund - Dorset Council
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Conservation project

As we are closing in to the 2-year mark of starting the project we are only about 4 / 5 weeks out from completion. The conservation team are working on the final stages across the front of the bastion area and base of the Keep. There are other smaller works occurring on some of the tumbles within the gloriette area. All going well Stonewest should be off site mid-July. 

Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra

Working with ‘Love it Local’ Corfe will be hosting the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra at the castle in July, there will be three nights of events on the 24th, 25th and 26th July. A stage will be erected within the castle from Monday 20th July to host the BSO team. There is likely to be loud music playing on the evenings until 10pm. 
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Appendix C

	Date
	Net
	VAT
	Total
	Description
	Supplier
	Bank
	Tender

	08.06.2026
	£2,462.88
	£0.00
	£2,943.78
	Salary
	Staff, HMRC & Nest 
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	31.05.2026
	£50.56
	£2.53
	£53.09
	Toilets - Electricity
	E-On
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	31.05.2026
	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00
	Toilets - Electricity
	E-On
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	31.05.2026
	£19.05
	£0.00
	£19.05
	Refreshments - APM
	Soup & Pud Club
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	31.05.2026
	£74.17
	£14.83
	£89.00
	Printing
	Octopress
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	31.05.2026
	£15.00
	£3.00
	£18.00
	Printing
	Octopress
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	31.05.2026
	£44.00
	£8.80
	£52.80
	School Road Sign 
	Octopress
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	31.05.2026
	£25.00
	£5.00
	£30.00
	Car Park Sign 
	Octopress
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	31.05.2026
	£766.62
	£153.32
	£919.94
	Sanitary
	PHS Group
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	31.05.2026
	£586.62
	£117.32
	£703.94
	Cleaning
	J D Facilities
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	31.05.2026
	£644.21
	£0.00
	£644.21
	Caretaker Hours
	Tim Lee
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	01.06.2026
	£14.00
	£0.00
	£14.00
	NNDR
	Dorset Council
	Lloyds
	DIRDEBIT

	31.05.2026
	£12.00
	£0.00
	£12.00
	Village Hall Rent
	Corfe Castle VH
	Lloyds
	ONLINE

	
	£5,195.01
	£304.80
	£5,499.81
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