
Dear Michelle 
If the parish council’s aim is to help encourage children to get to school safely, then please know 
that a part time, school hours 20mph limit will not be safe enough. I don’t recommend that you go 
down this route.   
There is no restriction on 20mph on A roads in national guidance and we are trying very hard to 
change the policy of Dorset council on this. 
Its being rewritten and the members of the council rewriting it are below 
Write to them 

 Dorset Task and Finish Group 

cllrsimon.gibson@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

cllrray.bryan@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

cllrcarole.jones@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

cllrroland.tarr@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

cllrcherry.brooks@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

cllrbrian.heatley@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

cllrsherry.jespersen@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

cllrryan.hope@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

    
jack.wiltshire@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk is the 
officer in charge 
dilysgartside@gmail.com is the 
lead campaigner  

 
There’s a scrutiny on 20mph ongoing with the next meeting in October 
Dilys who is copied in is the 20’s Plenty for Dorset county lead 
 
I suggest that you join the 20’s Plenty for Us campaign we are free to join -  
We campaign for 20mph where people live, work, shop, learn and play – ie wide area 20mph limits 
across most roads, full time 
Happy to talk to you more on why.  
See https://www.20splenty.org/how_school_safety_zones_are_not_a_priority 
 

HOW SCHOOL SAFETY ZONES ARE NOT A PRIORITY! 

Explains how isolated, expensive schemes around schools without wide area 20mph 
limits actually encourage inactive travel and fail to provide best value in protecting 
children 

Briefing sheet on why 20mph School Safety Zones can have minimum impact on 
child road safety and will encourage inactive travel to school. 

 
On the face of it, having a 20mph speed limits around a school entrance seems an 
sensible idea. However, a closer inspection may lead us to a very different 
conclusion 

First some background and key facts :- 
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• Only a small minority of child road casualties occur on the way to or from 
school (Just 20%).[1] 

• Very few casualties occur outside the school itself. 
• The mean radius of school safety zones is just 300m, yet the mean distance 

travelled to school is 1.8km. Hence the school safety zones apply to only 17% 
of the journey.[2] 

• At exit gateways to school safety zones drivers are reminded of an increase in 
speed limit to 30mph. 

So why are we so pre-occupied with school safety zones if children are most likely to 
be casualties on the rest of the road network where there are higher speed limits, and 
when they are not on the way to or from school? 

Well the answer is for most of us when looking at the issue we see most children 
around schools and presume that this is where the danger is. And of course for 
parents driving their children to school it is the part of the journey when they feel 
most out of control when their children get out of the car. For them a school safety 
zone improves safety for 100% of their child’s pedestrian journey from the car to the 
school. Hence it is seen as desirable by school-run parents. 

But what of the child who walks or cycles all the way from their home to school. The 
school safety zone now only works for 17% of their journey. For drivers isolated 
20mph school safety zones reinforce and legitimise driving at faster speeds outside of 
the immediate school location, hence increasing the risk to pedestrian and cycling 
children. 

Whilst school safety zones do minimally increase safety around schools it has a 
negative effect on safety for children walking or cycling to school outside of those 
zones. Their biggest disadvantage is that they can lead parents and highway 
authorities to believe that they have “fixed the problem” of child road safety. 

Instead of focussing on school safety zones we should be ensuring that children are 
given better conditions for walking and cycling for the whole route from their home 
to school. That can best be achieved by deploying a low-cost Total 20 policy which 
makes 20mph the default for residential and urban roads including those around 
schools. For the same cost as a school safety zone you can cover 50 times the 
number of surrounding streets with a wide area 20mph limit. 

It’s time to recognise that we need community-wide safety for children and not just 
in the last 100m of their school journey. 

 
 

[1] The AA Motoring Trust: The facts about road accidents and children 

[2] Transport for London: Safety of Schoolchildren on London Roads 



Open PDF 

We hold a training every 20th of the month at 20:00 and I suggest you offer this training out to all the 
Parish Councillors with us  

Register in advance for this meeting: 
https://zoom.us/.../tJYvfuCtpz0uHNfRtDXEzHVOFnUmG25h8qPt 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
meeting. 
 
If you’d like to join, then please send me your postal address 
 
Love Life, Love 20 

Anna Semlyen, 20’s Plenty for Us Campaign Manager, T: 07572 
120439  Anna.s@20splenty.org  
www.20splenty.org Follow us on Twitter @20splentyforus / @AnnaSemlyen1 
Join our 20's Plenty (mph) - Love 30 (kmh) Campaigners facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/177304489851446 
 

 
We support UN and its call for default 20mph and 30km/h urban and village limits. 
Please ask your MP to support also at www.20splenty.org/ungrsw-ukmp 
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